July 20th, 2003
Hi Gavin

So now life in the Marines is over. After those years in the military, it will take some time to settle down to a different way of life. It always does when there is a major change. But if one is to leave military service, it is probably better to do so earlier. I was watching a BBC documentary recently about men who had spent a long time in the military and who were unable to get a job or adjust to civilian life. They were so used to obeying orders and just doing what others told them that they were less able to do things for themselves. 

Just a few minutes ago I picked up the CD from the mailbox. Thanks very much. I will look at it as soon as I can. I will get a copy made and send it to Christchurch. It is a pity that Granddad is not able to view it. From your note, it sounds as if some of it is a bit gory. Reports from Iraq at the moment are rather depressing. I really think the 3rd Infantry Division should be relieved – they have been on active service for just too long -- though it would be a huge logistical operation. Also, their remaining time is now ‘indefinite’ which is not a way of boosting morale. Even in Vietnam, they did not have an ‘indefinite’ tour of duty. The normal was ‘one year’. This meant that the troops could tick off the days knowing that there was an end in sight. I was reading a newspaper article yesterday about this, which pointed out the dangers of having ‘indefinite’ duty. But one difference between Vietnam and Iraq is that then there was a draft and so a ready supply of replacements. That is not the case now and the article also said that enlistment in the services is way down and so the Pentagon should not carry out its planned cuts of personnel but rather increase them. 

Not as much Hong Kong news as usual. There was another protest rally one evening last week. Can’t remember what it was about! But the big news is that on Wednesday, two senior members of Tung’s ‘cabinet’ resigned. The first to go was Regina Ip, the Secretary of Security and the person responsible for ‘selling’ the Article 23 proposal to the public. She did a terrible job at this and became extremely unpopular. But, as an article in the paper pointed out, it was the whole ‘cabinet’ which decided that she should do the job of selling the proposal, so there should be a collective rather than an individual responsibility for the debacle. Well, a few hours later, Anthony Leung, the Financial Secretary, resigned. Remember he is involved in the ‘cargate’ scandal – when he bought a luxury car just before he introduced a hefty tax on new cars, thus saving himself nearly $300 000. I am not sorry he is gone. He was ambitious, super-confident, arrogant and aggressive and didn’t try to hide any of these traits. Also, the ICAC has been investigating his car purchase and has passed the results of the investigation to the Justice Department for possible prosecution. But the Secretary of Justice has said that the department may not be able to get independent legal advice because Leung has so many lawyer friends who will probably be unwilling to co-operate! Well, what that says about lawyers!! To me, it also says that senior government officials should try to limit social contacts which may influence / compromise them. Another example is that Leung’s Sunday golf partner is none other that Li Ka Shing. I’m sure that the conversation is not only about golf and that Li ‘leans’ on Leung to make financial decisions favourable to his empire. 

Anyway, finding replacements for these two will not be easy, apparently. Yesterday, Tung Chee-hua went to Beijing for the day to report to / consult Chinese leaders. They, of course publicly backed him, even though privately they seem to be unhappy with him. 

The latest unemployment figures show another upward jump. It now stands at 8.6% with about 300 000 people who cannot find a job. And that does not include those who are have some work but are ‘underemployed’. Wages are dropping everywhere. I read that a large number of people, even university graduates, are getting $4000 or less per month. Times are really tough for a lot of people. The East Harbour Tunnel Company had its application for a toll increase rejected, and rightly so. It’s hard to imagine their greed. Even though they are making huge profits, they asked for a toll increase of 331/3%, that is from $15 to $20. 

The second match of the tri-nations Rugby series was yesterday. It was in Pretoria, South Africa, between the Springboks and the All Blacks. The all Black won, hammering the Springboks by 52 – 16, the highest score by NZ against SA. The All Blacks scored 7 tries to one against them. I did not see the game, as, unfortunately, it was not broadcast live here But there is a repeat tonight. But as it begins at 10:30 p.m., I may only watch the first half. Next Saturday, the All Blacks play the Wallabies in Australia. 

Also in the mailbox today was mail from Uncle Bruce. It included a copy of Granddad’s death certificate. Also includes was a brief letter from the guy who was my best friend at secondary school in Gisborne. He read the death notice in the Gisborne newspaper and wrote to Christchurch (to Bruce, I think). I think I have seen him once since then. But this is certainly the first contact for a long, long time. 

That’s about it for now. Take care, and drive safely as you travel across the country. Do not drive while tired; sleep overnight occasionally and take your time. Also, let me know when you might be coming to HK so I can fit it into my schedule. 

Cheers, 
Dad
PS: Just been downstairs to get a free ice-cream being given out by the hotel.
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